
 
 
Siemens Stiftung 
Kaiserstrasse 16 
80801 Munich 
Germany 
 
www.siemens-stiftung.org 

 

 

 
 
 
 
Phone: +49 / 89 / 54 04 87- 0 
Fax: +49 / 89 / 54 04 87-4 40 
 
Information number: SST202102 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Page 1 of 2 

 
 

 

 

Press release 
Munich, 25 February 2021 
 

Music In Africa Live: Digital expertise for the African music sector 
 
 
“Music In Africa Live” provides African musicians with digital expertise for 
producing live online concerts during the COVID-19 pandemic and for 
adapting to a rapidly-changing music sector. The project was launched by 
the Music In Africa Foundation with support from the German Federal 
Foreign Office, Goethe-Institut, and Siemens Stiftung. 
 
The music industry faces serious challenges due to restrictions on public life 
implemented in response to the COVID-19 pandemic. Live performances – once 
the main source of income for many musicians – are not possible for the time 
being. “Music In Africa Live” provides financial support for producing concerts for 
an online audience and creates video tutorials for digital skills. 
 
From August 2020 to February 2021, the project supported African production 
companies and artists in developing and promoting virtual concerts. Seventeen 
concert videos produced for the Music In Africa Facebook page have been viewed 
500,000 times so far. 
 
The concert videos can be viewed for free: 
https://www.facebook.com/watch/371728052921989/397355824745088 
 
In addition, the project financed continuing education opportunities that teach 
digital skills for creating online music projects. These free video tutorials, which 
were posted to the Music In Africa YouTube channel in February 2021, address 
topics such as copyright and royalties, broadcasting, and recording techniques for 
traditional instruments. 
 
The tutorials are available here: 
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL7RESQrmnGMD11VSl30Ju4BNupBJOw
MDN 
 
“The COVID-19 pandemic has turned the music industry on its head. By exploring 
new opportunities and developing digital strategies, the ‘Music In Africa Live’ 
project supports musicians in adjusting to these dramatic changes,” said Dr. Nina 
Smidt, Managing Director and Board Spokesperson at Siemens Stiftung. 
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About the Music In Africa Foundation 
Music In Africa is the African music sector’s leading platform for information and 
exchange with more than 27,000 online profiles of creative artists, current news 
from the music sector, and in-depth articles written by African authors about music 
on the African continent. Music In Africa aims to support those active in the African 
music sector through knowledge exchange and opportunities for collaboration.  In 
addition to the online platform, this includes training opportunities, workshops, 
conferences, and concerts. Together with Goethe-Institut, Siemens Stiftung set 
the founding impulse for Music In Africa, helped set up the Music In Africa 
Foundation as the supporting organization, and has provided the project with 
financial, strategic, and organizational assistance since 2011. 
 
 
Siemens Stiftung 
As a nonprofit foundation, Siemens Stiftung promotes sustainable social 
development, which is crucially dependent on access to basic services, high-
quality education, and an understanding of culture. The foundation’s international 
project work supports people in taking the initiative to responsibly address current 
challenges. Siemens Stiftung has worked closely with Latin American education 
ministries, universities, and STEM education projects for ten years in developing 
and implementing solutions and programs. Technological and social innovation 
plays a central role. Siemens Stiftung's actions are impact-oriented and conducted 
in a transparent manner. 
siemens-stiftung.org/en/ 
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